
THE COURIER
     April 2010

The Newsletter of S t. Christopher ’s Episcop al Church, River Hills, WI June 2010

THE COURIER
J
o
ts

  
fr

o
m

  
J
a
m

ie
J
o
ts

  
fr

o
m

  
J
a
m

ie
J
o
ts

  
fr

o
m

  
J
a
m

ie
J
o
ts

  
fr

o
m

  
J
a
m

ie
J
o
ts

  
fr

o
m

  
J
a
m

ie

Hi, my name is Jamie.  My Mom is very busy this week working on something called an Installation so I
decided to step in and help her out by writing a column for your newsletter.  My real Mom always used to say,
“Many paws make light work!”

I’ve had an exciting week.  I get to go on two walks every day.  Sometimes we walk down to the pond near
our house (Ed. note: Riverside Park).  I love to see the baby ducks and the heron.  (Well, if I am being honest,
as Mom has taught me to be, I really like to jump at the baby ducks.  The Mama duck does not seem to like
that very much and flapped at me.  It scared me so now I don’t do that anymore.)

But every day, twice a day, we walk around all the houses in our neighborhood and I get to check out all of the
mailbox posts for “messages” that my friends might have left me.  Sometimes we go down to the pond, but I
know the pond and its smells. I love our pond.  I love the sameness of our walks. It makes me feel safe.

This past week, Mom said to me, “Come on, Jamie. Let’s go for a ride.” Now, I love her and I usually trust
her, but sometimes our rides end up at the dog Doctor and I have to get shots and things. I don’t like that very
much.  So, I went very slowly to the car with my ears back and my tail hanging down to let her know that I
was not very happy that we weren’t going on our regular walk.  I got into the car.  But I was not happy.

After a short drive she stopped the car and I jumped out.  We were in a very different place.  (Ed. note:
Rotary Park.)  There was a big field with dirt and some sort of sacks on it, and grass all around it (Ed. note: a
baseball diamond.).   I ran from sack to sack and tried to pick them up.  Mom yelled at me to “drop it,” and so
I had to stop.  But gosh it was fun!  Then we found a river and all sorts of new smells.  And there were other
dogs that I had never met before walking on the path.  I was so excited I almost wiggled out of my fur.  It was
great!

When we got back in the car to go back home to the stupid cat Mom reminded me that not all new things are
bad.  She said that’s how it is with God and us.  We sometimes find ourselves in new situations that we did not
want to be in and God still  makes good to come
out of those situations if we are open to it.  Mom
says, “God, who is all good, can work with
anything to bring good.”

I’m going to try and remember that the next time
Mom asks me to do something that is new.
Mom loves me like God loves you.  I know that
she would never do anything to hurt me; that she
only wants good things for me.  But sometimes,
in order for good things to happen, I have to try
something new.  I’m glad I did.

I’ll write again.  Woof.
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Warden’s Words

I have a low tolerance for adrenaline so the thought of going on roller coasters or bungee
jumping is really beyond me. Even riding on a Ferris wheel can bring me to a time of queasy
wonder as my seat passes the highest point and I am looking out into the air with no earth
beneath my feet. The excitement of knowing that there will be a view, sometimes
unmatchable, combines with my desire not to let fear rule me and I force myself to get onto
the Ferris wheel.

Just about a year and a half ago, Tom Napper called to ask me to be the Junior Warden.
Not really knowing that much about the role and hoping that the arrival of a new Rector
couldn’t be far off, I took a big gulp and thought of Jesus calling the disciples and them
walking away from their lives at the minute of the call and I thought, “How hard can this
be? Tom is just asking me to attend some meetings with him and step in once in a while to
make announcements or answer some emails.” So, I said yes. This was getting on to the
Ferris wheel.

Then, the last year unfolded. The St. Christopher’s Ferris wheel that I had gotten on inched slowly around its axis, sometimes
jerking slightly as if going over a bump, gliding smoothly and soundlessly at other times. The bumps presented themselves at
just the interval that I could never really totally relax. A sizable projected budget deficit. Bump. Parishioners getting impatient
with the process of calling a new Rector. Bump. Vestry members moving away – even to other states. Bump. So many bugs
plastered onto the entry ceiling that it took a commercial endeavor to clean them off. Bump. This was the ride towards the
top of the wheel’s route. Remember how I feel about Ferris wheels.

During the ride, it has been impossible to look down except through the structure of the wheel itself. And, this view was
always partially blocked by another car, the supporting cables and rods, or by my eyes being squeezed tightly shut because
I was feeling the movement of the wheel in my stomach. I could not bear to see everything that was around me for the fear
of the wheel breaking. After all, I had felt it bump and shiver and shake during what was supposed to be a fun ride. No matter
which way I craned my neck, once I had convinced myself to stop being afraid and look around, I could not clearly see the
path either that we had traveled nor exactly where we were going. I got glimpses, represented here through the beautiful
baptisms of eight of St. Christopher’s little lambs. Or, I saw small moments in the outpourings of kindesses to parishioners
who fell ill and Advent and Lenten seasons enriched through reflection and rituals that were carried out through collaborative
efforts of many here at St. Christopher’s. Almost to the top of the ride!

There is a short time on the Ferris wheel when the car is almost at the top and I can feel it moving. I wonder for some limited
time if indeed the upward movement has ceased and looking out, the landscape unfolds all.  Just for a moment it is possible
to believe in being able to fly. Then, I let out my breath, which I discover I have been holding for some time.

St. Christopher’s Ferris wheel has reached the top and the view all around is wonderful and I am so glad I took a deep breath
and said yes to being a Warden and got on the car. Tom has been an amazing driver.

By the time you read this, Debra’s Celebration of a New Ministry will have taken place amidst people who love her and who
love each other, the sanctuary beautiful in the evening light, good food, and if we listen very hard and maybe even hold our
collective breath for just a minute we will see that vista and possibly even feel the gentle wind of the Holy Spirit moving
among us.

Welcome, Debra. I am ready to serve.
Jayne Heffron, Senior Warden
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Upcoming Events

A Blessing of Graduates

On Sunday, June 13 during the 10:00 a.m. service, we welcome all graduates – preschool through graduate
school –  to come celebrate their accomplishments and receive a blessing from Mother Debra.

Acolyte and Chalice training

On Sunday, June 27, after the 10:00 a.m. service, there will be a training for all 10:00 a.m. acolytes and
chalice-bearers.  Please plan to attend.

Interfaith Da y at Miller P ark

This year, instead of having a separate Diocese of Milwaukee day at Miller Park, the Diocese will take part in
the Interfaith Conference day on Tuesday, July 27 (Brewers vs. Reds).  Bishop Miller, who serves as president
of the Interfaith Conference, urges parishes / individuals in the diocese to join him in supporting this event.  If
1,000 people participate, Bishop Miller will throw out the game’s first pitch!

Ticket prices are half-price (except for the Dew Deck) and begin at $7.50.  For an additional $4, you can order
a t-shirt.   For more information contact Interfaith Conference of Greater Milwaukee at (414) 276-9050 or go
to www.interfaithconference.org to buy tickets.

Congratulations, Dorota!

Our Director of Administration, Dorota
Pruski, has received a fellowship from the Fund
for Theological Education for the following
academic year.

Dorota will be leaving St. Christopher’s in
August to attend V ir ginia Theological
Seminary in Alexandria, VA.  We wish her all
the best!

Hot Dogs and Hula Hoops

We will be celebrating our annual ALL PARISH PICNIC on Sunday, June 13 following
the 10:00 a.m. service.  Hot dogs, brats, and chicken will be provided.  Please bring a side
dish or dessert to share.

Sign-up sheets are on the bulletin board in the Community Room.   SEE YOU THERE!
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How to Reach the Rector

One of the frequent questions that new parish clergy understandably get asked is, “How can we reach you?”  I will keep
answering the question and eventually people will know how I do my ministry, but I thought answering it in writing might
help as we begin our lives together.

Each Sunday you will find my weekly schedule in the bulletin as I know it when the bulletin goes to print.  That happens
on a Thursday and so, of course, there are three days between Thursday and the upcoming work week.  Often, there
are more things added to my schedule than you will find in the bulletin.  However, if you look at the bulletin it will give
you a good snapshot of where I will be in the upcoming week.

Most often you will find me at the church.  If you want to reach me during the Monday-Thursday part of the week, start
by calling the church because that’s most likely where you will find me.  I will have most of my meetings with people at
the church because it affords the most privacy and opportunity for confidentiality, and because it’s where my office is.
However, I can and will come to you whenever that is more convenient for you.

In general, it’s good to not just drop in on me during the week.  Sometimes I can make myself free and if I can, I will.
But I am usually in the middle of doing something and I like being able to completely attend to the person I am seeing.
This works better if I have set aside the time just for that person.

On Fridays I am not in the office. I work on Fridays but, in order to get things written, like articles for the newsletter,
sermons, etc., I work from my home office.  It is always okay to call me on Fridays but be aware that I may call you
back if I am just in the middle of a thought process.  Please leave messages if you call me. I will rapidly call you back
unless I am out of town.

Saturdays I am off.  I shop, do the laundry, read, play with my dog–you know, non-church/work things.  I am not a
priest who leaves their sermons until Saturday.  That just raises my anxiety way too much.

Calling me: Monday-Thursday it’s best to call the church number first. Dorota and soon, Gust Olson,  will always know
how to find me and if I can be reached.  On Friday it’s best to try my home number first, then my cell.  Like our es-
teemed Senior Warden I try not to talk at length on the phone while I am driving.  I work at that.

On Saturdays, again, it’s best to try my home number first in an emergency.  Remember that if you leave a message for
me on the office voice mail after Thursday afternoon, I will likely not receive it until after the second Sunday service
when I have time to listen to those messages. If you need me to get a message before Sunday’s services begin,
please call me at home.  I am up by 5:15AM on Sunday mornings to do final sermon prep. Feel free to call me.

All of you should have my business card with you so that you can call in emergencies.  All three of my numbers are on
the card.  You can find them at the back of church or at the glass doors for the office.

In general, I also check my email at least three to four times a day.  Feel free to email me with needs you might have.  I
am glad to respond to an email, although I may just pick up the phone and call you if the issue is more complex than
email allows for.

Please let me know how I can serve you at St. Christopher’s.
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Qs from the Pews
Question: Why do we do “Installations?”  I’m not sure what all the hoopla on June 1 was all
about.  You’ve already been with us for two months.  Can you explain?

Answer: Well, the easiest answer is that we are a liturgical church.  That is, we use worship to
express who we are, and what’s important to us.  So, when we have a new Rector, new clergy
leadership, beginning in one of our churches, we naturally turn to worship to help us to mark and
celebrate that occurrence.  The official name for the service is a Celebration of a New Ministry.
The service is meant to highlight our shared ministry; to celebrate that we have come together, clergy
and laity, to help build up the kingdom of God.  And, while it is true that I have already been with you
for two months and it seems like this service should have been sooner,  it takes about that amount of
time to plan and organize the various parts of the service and the reception afterwards.  It’s a whop-
per of a service to plan.

Question: I found the invitation to your “Installation” interesting.  Did it have some special
meaning for you?

Answer: Let’s rehearse the invitation. It read (superimposed on a heart and cross):

Our first task in approaching
another people
another culture
another religion

is to take off our shoes for the
place we are approaching is holy.

Else we may find ourselves
treading on another’s dream.

More serious still, we may forget
. . .that God was there before

our arrival.

It was meant to do two things:

First, to be my first love letter to the people of St. Christopher’s.  It was meant to tell you all that I
understand that the place I inhabit as your Rector is already holy ground; and that I know before I
utter a word there are already dreams in your minds and hope in your hearts for things that I don’t
even know about yet.  Most importantly, it was meant to tell you all that I do not see myself as the one
who brings God to you.  God is already here and God was clearly here before I arrived.

Second, this invitation went out to about three hundred more people beyond the parish.  It was meant
to tell all of those people, many of whom do not know St. Christopher’s, that this is holy ground, and
that the new Rector of St. Christopher’s understands it to be such.  It was meant to tell all of them
that when they come here, they will find God; and that I know that because when I arrived, God was
already here.

Thanks for the questions.  Debra+

Editor’s Note:  ‘Qs
from the Pews’ are
taken from questions
that come up at
Coffee Hour or in
conversations with the
Rector.  If you have a
Q to submit for this
column, please email
the Rector or the
office.
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The Faces of St. Christopher’s:  Debra’s InstallationThe Faces of St. Christopher’s:  Debra’s InstallationThe Faces of St. Christopher’s:  Debra’s InstallationThe Faces of St. Christopher’s:  Debra’s InstallationThe Faces of St. Christopher’s:  Debra’s Installation

From left:  Rick Thickens, the Rev. Debra Trakel, Julie Wolf, Mary
Thickens, Owen Perry, Ginger Browne, Harry Ansley, John Wolf, Bill
Browne, Laura Thurow; Not pictured: Nanette Granse and Chris Goodale

On Friday, May 7, The Gathering held its
annual Volunteer Recognition event.  St.
Christopher’s was acknowledged for serving
50+ meals for The Gathering.  Additionally,
MaryBeth and Harry Ansley were given an
award for 5 years of service to The Gathering.
Congratulations!!

St. Christopher’s
at The Gathering

Be sure to visit www.stchristopherswi.org for more pictures and
a movie, all courtesy of Mark Heffron!
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ST. CHRISTOPHER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
7845 N. River Road     River Hills WI 53217

Phone : 414 352–0380     Fax: 414 352–0381

Email:  office@stchristopherswi.org
Rector’s Email:  revdebra@aol.com

Children’s Ministry:  children@stchristopherswi.org
Youth Group:  youth@stchristopherswi.org

Caring Ministry:  caring@stchristopherswi.org
Website:  www.stchristopherswi.org

Parish Office
Open Monday - Thursday, 9:00 am - 5:00 p.m.

Staff
The Rev. Debra Trakel, Rector

Dorota Pruski, Director of Administration
John Beardsley, Music Director

Anne Davis, Youth Choir Director
MaryBeth Ansley, Christian Formation Coordinator

Gloria Bond, Housekeeper
Michael Schneider, Building & Grounds Supervisor

Vestry – Meet s 4th Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.
Jayne Heffron and Debbie Roesner,  Wardens

Hannah Pillsbury, Treasurer
Bonnie Thomson, Clerk

(2011) -  Diane Andersen, Darrell Fischer,
Kip Jacobs

(2012) - MaryBeth Ansley, Nick Geimer, Jeni
Piper

(2013) - Ginger Browne, Diane Eisen,
Judy Scharfenberger

Committee and Ministry Contacts
  Altar Flowers: Roz Krause
  Altar Guild:  Roz Krause, Mary Jane Perry
  Acolytes :  Dee Hodnett
  Building & Grounds : Kip Jacobs
  Caring Ministry :  Lauralee Uihlein
  Endowment:  Erik Andersen
  Finance:  Hannah Pillsbury
  Flower Guild:   Hattie Purtell, Helen Sheen
  Gifts Committee:   Lyn Slater
  Labyrinth:  Catherine Davidson
  Memorial Garden : Jeanne Tanner
  Newcomers:  Debbie Roesner
  Outreach:   Mark Heffron, Steve Petrie
  Personnel:   Kathleen Stokes
  Prayer Chain :  Chilly Braun, Kathy Housiaux
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