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Sunday, December 6
9:00 a.m. Advent Intergenerational Activity - Card Construction

Holy Eucharist at 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m. St. Nicolas Visits St. Christopher’s

Saturday, December 12
3:45 p.m. Caroling at St. John’s on the Lake

5:30 p.m. Holiday Pot Luck Dinner at St. Christopher’s

Sunday, December 13 & 20
Holy Eucharist at 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.

10:00 A.M. Pageant Practice
11:00 A.M. Additional Pageant Practice if necessary

Sunday, December 20
Holy Eucharist at 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.

11:00 A.M. The Greening of the Church
All are welcome! Refreshments served.

Thursday, December 24
4:00 P.M. Christmas Pageant

CHRISTMAS SERVICES AT ST. CHRISTOPHER’S

Thursday, December 24
4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Family Service and Pageant

10:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service

Friday, December 25
10:00 a.m. Christmas Service

ST. CHRISTOPHER’S CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIESFollow

the

Star.....
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I have been asked to write a little about myself…

I am a native of Milwaukee, growing up on the southwest side.  I served as an ordained Roman Catholic
priest for 20 years, 10 of which I was the pastor of two different congregations. Besides receiving a Masters
of Divinity degree from Saint Francis Seminary, I also received a Masters in Spirituality from the University
of San Francisco, affording me opportunities over the years to do retreat and spiritual direction work.

I stepped back from the Roman priesthood in 1995, began attending Saint Matthias Episcopal Church in
’96; I met my wife, Betsy, and our boys, Mike and Steve, at St. Matthias in ’99, and we all married in the
spring 2000.

Since ’95 I have served as a hospice chaplain for a few years, as the executive director of Interfaith Senior
Programs (Waukesha County), and for the last eight plus years, I have been the Campus Administrator of
a senior retirement community, Kirkland Crossings, in Pewaukee.

Bishop Steven Miller received me as an Episcopal priest in July of 2008 and since then, I have been a
supply clergy serving congregations when weekend needs have arisen.

I love to read spiritual theology, mystery novels, history; I love to garden, bike, and I am a “wanna-be” wood
worker, if I only had a little more time. Betsy and I enjoy family time with our college-age sons (both at the
University of La Crosse) and our two dogs.

I am grateful to serve the people of St. Christopher’s during these months before your new rector arrives. I
hope I can be a calming influence in this in-between time.

Blessings, John Crosswaite +

Introducing the Rev. John Crosswaite

Stewardship
We are blessed with a special community here at St. Christopher’s. We journey together,
joined in the fabric of gracious friendship in times of plenty. We also find comfort in this same
fabric in times of stress. God always reminds us that we are not alone. We sense implicitly
that we journey together in the presence of the Holy Spirit. We are called by God to nurture
and support His Community. In the Fall, this takes the form of the Every Member Canvass.
The EMC presents each of us with the time and the setting to discern what we choose to give
back to God in thanksgiving. This is such an important decision. Each of us will determine the
ministries which St. Christopher’s will fund for the coming year. We will also signal to our new
Rector the financial health of this parish. Our spiritual health will be
obvious. Let us make sure that our thanksgiving for our blessings
reflects this message. We are the community of St. Christopher’s.
Let each of us meet our important responsibility. Let each of us
make a pledge. If you have questions, please ask our wardens or
our vestry. They have served us so well this year.

Thanks and God Bless,
Ran Hamner
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I was ruminating the other day about our EMC and folks who are sitting on the
fence. It reminded me of a Christmas I had in a little apartment in Chicago. More
about that later. So let’s talk first about those of you who are “on the fence” who
are taking a “wait and see” approach.

I completely understand your desire to hold back. To say “Hey, I don’t know if this
is the St. Christopher’s that I want to be involved with, if I agree with what is going
on.” I get it. I was warned. People told me there would be folks sitting on the
sidelines waiting to see what happens. I get it. But I want to point out something. Your waiting on the sidelines
does change the church.

I know that it is really tough to get behind this when you don’t see the new rector. When you don’t feel like things
are the way they were...and the way you liked them. I want to say that it is noticed. It is noticed that you aren’t here
anymore. That you don’t come as often or just aren’t part of the community as much. And it is a new fiber of our
home of St. Christopher’s; those of you that are concerned and are just waiting.

Your Vestry has been and will always be committed to keep this church moving forward. We are where we are at
today because of what has come before 50, 20, 10, 5, 2 years ago. We are focused on moving forward and
keeping the momentum. If you don’t feel we are doing that, then jump in...not out! We need and want you here.
You are welcome. Even though you are questioning...that’s what I like about the Episcopal church: we say “why?”
a lot.

For the past six-plus years we’ve had a rector that showed us the way; this year we are leading and asking
everyone else to follow. It can be scary and tense and rewarding and joyous and celebratory. The community of
St.Christopher’s is thriving because there are people within our midsts that have jumped in, who are remembering
the great lessons that Scott gave us, to put “our whole selves in” because that is where we get the most reward.
We do it all the time. We put our whole selves into things and, “go with our gut”.

Now here’s the story about Christmas in Chicago. When I got to my first apartment I was paralyzed about Christmas,
beyond the stringing of lights. If I was going to celebrate Christmas with just my roommate, our stray cat and our
crazy neighbors (a troop of dance students who lived 8 people to a two bedroom apartment) I had to go beyond
just a few strands of light. I didn’t want to do it I wasn’t into it at all.

You see, someone got the crazy idea that we were going to have Christmas at our place that year. I think it was
my roommate that started it all. Trouble was, his family didn’t celebrate Christmas. I still don’t know why.  He was
no help. So I was left to make this thing happen. Do I buy a tree? Do we go caroling? Presents? But the panic
subsided after a few days when I realized that I knew EXACTLY what it is I wanted to do. It wasn’t some miracle
light bulb that turned on over my head. It was just there in the muscles of my light stringing heart. I recognized that
my parents were great teachers.They helped me to learn what Christmas meant to them and in turn it helped me
to figure out what it meant to me.

That first Christmas in Chicago turned out alright for us. It wasn’t the Christmas that my parents would have given
me but their example gave me the courage to jump in with both feet. So, we took a turkey my employer gifted me
with over to the drug rehab center for their Christmas dinner. My roommate made some lasagna. My friend that
worked at the bakery brought over some baguettes and cake. The dancers next door brought a menorah (why
not?), a videotape of a ule log, some wine and a small tree decorated for Christmas. The cat, I don’t know what
he was doing, but about a month later we found out he was a she. Ah, the miracle of Christmas.

This little story helped me to remember that I’ve been afraid to really throw myself into something. That I’ve been
scared to commit but that by throwing myself in to something I believed in I’ve received rewards far bigger than
I’ve imagined.

So if you’re on the fence, jump on off. Throw your hat into the ring. Ride that big ol’ sleigh into St. Christopher’s!
Put your whole self in, we need you!

Happy Christmas. Peace to all.

Warden’s Words
by Tom Napper, Senior Warden
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GIVING THANKS!

Giving-thanks baskets.  Before our day of Thanks, St. Christopher’s
participated in another tradition, an opportunity of Giving.  Twenty-five
complete family dinners were delivered to Sojourner Family Peace Center
for families no longer living at the center. The Outreach Committee contin-
ues the St. Christopher’s generosity of giving, especially this year during a
time of great need.

In addition to the turkey were stuffing, gravy, cranberry sauce, potatoes,
butter, sweet potatoes (with marshmallows for the top!), corn, green
beans, apple pie filling and crust. An oven-roasting pan was included along
with a plastic tote to hold everything.

The Outreach Committee has many opportunities to
serve and we invite you to join us.
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St. Christopher’s Advent Activities got off to a great start with 15
families making wreaths to celebrate the Advent Season! The
“light” continues to shine as we continue our activities with card
making (December 6).  The “light” will travel with us when we
give the cards away during our annual “A Caroling We Will Go”
on Saturday, December 12th.  Members of Joy House will join
us as we carol through the halls of St. John’s and join together
for Lessons and Carols in the chapel.  The day will end with a

pot-luck super (we are providing entree
and beverages).  If you want to drop off a
dish prior to caroling and car pool to St. John’s, be at the
Church at 3:00.  You may also meet us at St. John’s (1840
Prospect Ave.) at 3:45 p.m.  Dinner will be at St. Chrisopher’s
and will start at approximately 5:30 p.m.  Please join us for all
or part of this festive occasion.

“O! Holy Night”
The children of St. Christopher’s will be presenting their Christmas Pageant at

the 4:00 p.m. service on December 24th.  All children are encouraged to

participate (speaking and non-speaking roles available).  The first

practice will be on December 13th during the 10:00 a.m. service

and will last approximately 30 minutes.  Additional rehearsal (for

speaking parts) will be at 11:00 a.m. if necessary and a final run-

through will take place at 10:00 a.m. on December 20th.  Even if

you can’t make rehearsals, we hope you will join in the Pageant.

Questions?  MaryBeth Ansley (414) 540-9992.

ADVENT ACTIVITIES

We are also asking families to bring school supplies to place
under our tree.  Pencils, pens, erasers, p aper, scissors,

glue sticks, notebooks, pencil sharpeners, and rulers. will
be donated to children and families in Afghanistan by the service
men and women of the the United S tates Air Force’ s 451st Air
Expeditionary W ing located at the Kandahar Airfield in
Afghanistan.  Once again, we can and do make a difference as
we live what we pray, “It is in giving that we receive.”

* Please see the bulletin board in the Community Room for more
information on this very important mission.

- MaryBeth Ansley
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Charlie’s Farewell
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Sunday, December 6 will mark the official “in-gathering” day for the Every Member Canvass, a
day when all pledge cards that have been received will be gathered together, presented at the altar, and
offered to God on behalf of the St. Christopher’s community.  By the time you are reading this article, In-
Gathering Sunday may already have passed, but the opportunity to make a financial commitment to the
parish has not.

 If you were not able to return your pledge card before December 6, you have until the end of the
year to make your pledge.  I cannot imagine that anyone could have LOST their cards (gasp!) but if your
card grew legs, was eaten by your dog, or spontaneously combusted, check your pew for a blank card
or contact me for a new one.  Please make every effort to submit your pledge before the end of the year.

Your contribution is not a due owed to the church; it is an offering to God and a opportunity to help
sustain the community that sustains you.

Dorota Pruski
Director of Administration

Additional administrative pleas:
· As 2009 draws to a close, please utilize the memo lines on your checks.  As one pledge

season ends and another begins, it becomes increasingly difficult to discern what each donor’s
intentions are with their contributions.  Writing “Pledge 2009”, “Pledge 2010”, or “Christmas
offering” will help me immensely.

· Please communicate your desire to pledge by submitting a pledge card.  Again, it is difficult to
discern a donor’s intentions with a contribution if I have no documentation of their commit-
ment to pledge.  If only I could read minds!!

· If you wish to qualify for a 2009 tax deduction, your contribution must be received or post-
marked by December 31, 2009.  You may continue to pay your 2009 pledge after that date,
but it will not qualify for a tax deduction for the calendar year 2009.

· If you will be making a stock gift, please let me know as soon as possible so that we can work
with your broker to complete the gift before the end of the year.

Sticky Notes

Copyright 2009 Church Pension Group
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St. Christopher’s Caring Ministry members (from the 8:00 service) are: Mary Jane Perry, Lyn
Slater and Barbara Schmidt, ( From the 10:00 service) Helen Sheen, Florence Parnegg, Mary
Marks, Lauralee and Richard Uihlein, Hannah Pillsbury, Sally Walters and Mark Heffron.  We
always welcome anyone who would like to help in this Ministry of serving others during times
of need.  We have many opportunities also for people who are willing to be called upon now
and then but not all the time.

¨ You could help deliver items, collected from parishioners, to be distributed by
organizations serving a variety of populations.

¨ You could help set up or clean up for a reception after a funeral.
¨ You might make a special occasion visit to a parishioner who rarely can come to

church.
¨  You could be a writer of notes of cheer, condolence, congratulations in a

particular month.
¨ You might agree to be called upon a couple of times a year to make or buy and

deliver a meal as needed.
¨  Would you, could you do an errand or a chore if needed?
¨  Perhaps offer driving service for someone, as assigned, a couple of times a

year.
¨ Drop off a surprise gift of a plant or homemade cookies to a family, just

because.

Please feel free to ask questions or talk to any of us.   We are here to assist if you need us,
with friendly visits, in-home Eucharist, notes of encouragement and support, a meal during an
illness, care packages, or a ride to church.

Blessings,
Lauralee Uihlein
Committee Chair

Caring Ministry Serves Those
in Need

A Message from your Building Use Stewards

St. Christopher’s beautiful facilities are available for personal use
by parishioners and their families and also community groups

whose purpose and activities are consistent with St. Christopher’s
mission and vision.  Thus far we have opened our doors to scouting
groups, various support groups, the Herb Society, the Green Tree

Garden Club, just to name a few.

The requirements for use are minimal so if you are interested
please contact Dorota or Robyn in the parish office at 414-352-0380

or via email at dorota@stchristopherswi.org or
robyn@stchristopherswi.org.



Page 9 The Courier - December 2009

Pictured: Jay Miller, Susan Hackl, Nannette Granse, Lyn Slater,

Bob Slater, Dick Hackl, Dee Hodnett, MaryBeth Ansley

Not pictured: Harry Ansley

Pictured: Stephanie Klas,Hunter
Klas, Brandon Klas and Fr. Charlie
Caskey

Good Works! Good Times!

St.
Christopher’s at
The Ga thering

Sa tur da y,
No vember 14,

2009

“Lo ve in Action”
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Nursery News . .  . . .

This month we would like to thank Jack Vincent
for coming forward and letting us know that he is
available and has taken training in CPR and
babysitting. Thank you JACK!

If anyone is interested in assisting with the nurs-
ery on Sundays or on special projects please
contact Diane Eisen.

Thank you!

Search Committee

St. Christopher’s Church has a Search Committee deeply committed to finding not just a new rector but the right
leader to guide us on our Christian journey.  Everyone has been patient and diligent with all that is required in
what, at times, seems a lengthy and laborious process. However, our meetings have often been sprinkled with
good humor and a growing respect for each other. We are so fortunate to have Laura Gough and Susan Hackl
leading this search.  Their guidance and dedication is immeasurable.

There are many aspects of this discernment process.  The Search Committee is the depository of information
from the applicants, the Diocesan office and the Clergy Deployment Office (CDO).  Reviewing all factors per-
taining to a candidate is challenging.  Each individual is scrutinized with equal fairness and an open mind.  (At the
same time, we are expecting additional applications.)

Our Vestry has been very understanding and supportive of our efforts.  We keep them advised regarding the
discerning process.  They are informed of the steps being taken to bring us to the point where it is the responsi-
bility of the Vestry to make a final decision based on our research and recommendations.

Please pray for the candidates, the diocesan office, the CDO, the Search Committee and the Vestry.  All are
dedicated to calling the “RIGHT RECTOR” to St. Christopher’s.

God’s Will Be Done!
Helen Sheen
Search Committee

B a p t i s m sB a p t i s m sB a p t i s m sB a p t i s m sB a p t i s m s

Sunday , December 13, 10:00 a.m.

Elliot Lyn Koenig
daughter of Mark & Sarah Koenig

Sunday , December 27, 10:00 a.m.

Matthew Mitchell “Mitch” Coburn
son of Matt & Juli Coburn

brother of Kendall and Robby
grandson of Helen Sheen
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ST. CHRISTOPHER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
7845 N. River Road     River Hills WI 53217

Phone : 414 352–0380     Fax: 414 352–0381

Director of Administration: dorota@stchristopherswi. org
Children’s Ministry:  children@stchristopherswi.org

Youth Group:  youth@stchristopherswi.org
Caring Ministry:  caring@stchristopherswi.org
Rector Search: search@stchristopherswi.org

Website:  www.stchristopherswi.org

Parish Office
Open Monday - Friday, 9:00 am - 1:00 p.m.

Staff
Dorota Pruski, Director of Administration

Robyn Slater, Director of Communications
John Beardsley, Music Director

Anne Davis, Youth Choir Director
Gloria Bond, Housekeeper

Michael Schneider, Building & Grounds Supervisor

Vestry – Meet s 4th Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.
Tom Napper and Jayne Heffron,  Wardens

Hannah Pillsbury, Treasurer   Robyn Slater, Clerk
(2010) - Florence Parnegg, Helen Sheen,

                               Kathleen Stokes, John Wolf
(2011) -  Kip Jacobs
(2012) - Nick Geimer, Jeni Piper, Deb Roesner,

John (Chip) Slater, MaryBeth Ansley

Committee and Ministry Contacts
     Altar Flowers: Roz Krause
     Altar Guild: Roz Krause, Mary Jane Perry
     Acolytes :  Dee Hodnett
     Building & Grounds : Kip Jacobs
     Caring Ministry :  Lauralee Uihlein
     Christian Formation:  MaryBeth Ansley
     Endowment:  Erik Andersen
     Finance:  Hannah Pillsbury
     Flower Guild:   Helen Sheen, Hattie Purtell
     Gifts Committee:   Lyn Slater
     Labyrinth:  Catherine Davidson
     Memorial Garden : Jeanne Tanner
     Newcomers:  Deb Roesner
     Outreach:   Mark Heffron, Steve Petrie
     Personnel:   Kathleen Stokes
     Prayer Chain :  Chilly Braun, Kathy Housiaux
     Search Committee:  Laura Gough, Susan Hackl
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The Holy Eucharist
Sunday  8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
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Outdoor Labyrinth  -  open to the public, weather permitting

Christianity is not just a religion...it’s a way of life.
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