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ST. CHRISTOPHER’S ANNUAL
PARISH MEETING

SUNDAY, January 24, 2010
WORSHIP - ONE SERVICE at 9:00 a.m.

SHARED MEAL  and ANNUAL  MEETING
beginning at 10:00 a.m.

in the Community Room
Nursery service provided for duration of annual meeting
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WARDEN’S WORDS
How are you enjoying the view from the bridge?

A few months ago I wrote a Warden’s Words bit about bridges in music. It talked about how the
bridge is the place where a lot of magic happens in a song. Nothing like hearing James Brown
scream out “take me to the bridge”! Musical bridges are explorations, which we have been on, but
physical bridges move us from one place to another.

My first marathon was in San Francisco.  I don’t know how they run it now but back then it started
on the other side of the Golden Gate bridge. I remember standing on one side of the bridge after just
being dropped off by a friend. It was cold but there were lots of people everywhere.

When the gun went off you could hear the excitement and feel the collective roar as we all hit the road. But it wasn’t too
long before we were on the bridge.

The tone of the crowd changed from rowdy to quiet. You could hear the slap, slap of the shoes around you but you could
barely see the end of the bridge through the fog. What started off with great excitement and wonder had turned a bit
somber. It was my first marathon and I realized I was hitting mile two and I couldn’t see mile three or four. Then I turned
my head.

I looked to my left and down; there below us in the water were people swimming, toward Alactraz. I looked to my right;
there were runners I didn’t know but that smiled and nodded. The wind pulled us. The pavement beneath our feet was
slippery. The fog obscured our view of the end but we all knew where we were going and knew that steadily moving
toward the end of the bridge would get us there. Slowly, small conversations broke out. A few jokes were passed about
running in fog and we all settled into the experience. I was settling into this new experience. It wasn’t what I expected but
I was finding some really cool things happening around me. But then it all changed.

Through the fog in front of us we could see land, we could hear voices of the crowd and see the course marshals waving
their flashlights. Then the tone shifted on the bridge. The conversations ended, the jokes stopped as the runners began to
focus. Each one of us prepared for what it was that we were going to do when we hit land. I was concerned about the
course and which direction to go. The woman running beside me whispered something about looking for a bush (I only
thought guys did that!) Then the next thing I knew we were on the other side. I looked around at the crowd cheering for
us and was excited for the next 23 miles. There was a part of me that still wished that I was on the bridge with only one
mile on my legs or sitting and waiting for the start or back in my friend’s apartment asleep. I had started down this path,
gotten through the bridge and was on my way to see what the rest of this experience held.

So, yeah, I’m using the marathon as a metaphor for our church life and the bridge as a metaphor for our interim process.
We are almost at the end of our first 3 miles and are coming off our bridge but we have a whole race in front of us. And
the real race experience doesn’t start until after we get off the bridge. Each of us has our own plans/hopes/dreams for what
St. Christopher’s will become once the new rector is in place. Just like struggling to get out of bed to start the race, many
of us questioned our whole interim process. But we rolled out of bed, hit the floor and got to the starting line because we
believed in our end goal. The bridge has been difficult for some of us, but it is coming to an end and it is carrying us to the
next part of our journey.

What I discovered in San Francisco was that what is really going to happen on the other side of the bridge is nothing like
the start of the race, nothing like the bridge and nothing like your vision of end of the race…it is a whole lot better. How’s
your training going? Are you ready for it?

Peace.
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EMC - Stewardship

There is such promise in the new year.  St. Christopher’s will celebrate a new beginning as we welcome our next rector.  Our

transition has been a journey together through all of its important phases.  We hired a wonderful, experienced interim priest in

Charlie Caskey to guide us through this transition process.  We developed a current vision as a parish and identified the gifts

in a new rector which are most important to us.  We formed a Search Committee with members from across the spectrum of

our community and patiently (mostly) gave them time and space to complete their work.  Our Wardens and Vestry met every

challenge in leading us through our transition time.  Our committees served us well in conducting so much of the important

work of this place.  New leaders stepped forward in forming new ministries, always the best sign of a healthy parish.

And so, we await the arrival of our new rector.  We are excited!  We are ready!  Except for one critically important challenge

which we must finish!  We must complete the Every Member Canvass.  Last year our vestry made the difficult, yet necessary,

decision that we would live within our financial means.  We would no longer fund our growing deficits from finite surpluses.

St. Christopher’s would live out the reality which every family must do.  We would live within our means.

We have made much progress with our EMC.  We currently have commitments of $297,498 from 132 families/individuals.

These totals include $13,500 from families/individuals which are pledging for the first time.  We have not yet heard from 104

families/individuals.  The vestry has assumed the responsibility for calling those not yet committed.  Please, if you have not yet

responded, complete your discernments and send  in your pledge cards to the office.  If these families pledge the same amount

as last year, we will meet our goal.  It is so important to have 100% participation.  This will allow us to fund our ministries for

the coming year and to send a clear and unmistakable message to our new rector that we, as the people of St. Christopher’s,

are ready in every way to do the work that God calls us to do together.

Thanks and God Bless,

Ran Hamner

The season of LENT begins on
Wednesday, February 17 with the commemoration of

ASH WEDNESDASH WEDNESDASH WEDNESDASH WEDNESDASH WEDNESDAAAAAYYYYY
Eucharists and the imposition of ashes at

7:30 a.m.7:30 a.m.7:30 a.m.7:30 a.m.7:30 a.m.
 11:00 a.m 11:00 a.m 11:00 a.m 11:00 a.m 11:00 a.m
7:00 p.m.7:00 p.m.7:00 p.m.7:00 p.m.7:00 p.m.
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ADOPT A FAMILY UPDATE

St. Christopher’s responded with generosity and
grace during the Advent season helping many
Milwaukee families in need.  ALL ten families from
the Next Door Foundation were provided with dinner
and gifts for the holidays!

By these actions the St. Christopher’s community is
affecting the lives of children and their families. We
have done what we are meant to do. Heartfelt
thanks for all who have participated in this and other
outreach programs this  season.  And a special
thank you to all those who coordinated this effort!

Christmas at St. Christopher’s
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S P’S ON
Sunday, February 14th after each service

· Chili with beans
· Chili without beans
· Tomato Soup
· Vegetarian Chili

$7.00 per quart

CARING MINISTRY SOUP SALES SUPPORT:

• Holiday plants taken to homebound
• Care boxes for college freshman
• Basic items for reception
• Postage for notes
• General supplies for committee

THURSDAY MORNING EUCHARIST
The Thursday 7:00 a.m. shared Eucharist and

light breakfasts continue with the Rev. Don
Hands leading the worship and discussion of

the next Sunday’s readings.

 All are welcome to join for discussion and
fellowship.

BRIDGE PARTY AT ST. CHRISTOPHER’S

Monday , January 25 at 1:00 p.m. – Coffee, tea
and light snacks will be servced.  Cards provided.
Please let Wendy S. know if you will be attending
at wwws@prodigy.net as soon as possible.  All
players welcome, please invite a friend!

OFFERING ENVELOPES

2010 Offering Envelopes are in! If you requested a
set of envelopes, they are available to be picked up
in the narthex. If you did not order envelopes but
would like a set, more are available.  Please contact
Dorota in the office to request a box.
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ROOTS  and The  ARK

The ARK and ROOTS

The children (3 and 4 years old) in the ARK are
learning about Paul and how God has chosen each of
us to do special things.  Next month they will be
learning about Jesus’ ministries, the parables and
preparing for Easter throughout Lent.  The ROOTS
program (k5 through 4th Grade) will continue learning
about Gifts: Our personal Gifts and the Gifts we each
receive from God.  They will be participating and
learning by r otating thr ough Art/Games-Storytelling
and Drama.  As we approach Lent, the focus in the
Rotations will be on preparing for Easter and learning
about the work that Jesus and the Apostles did.
Roots + (grades 5 and above) will be focusing on
service to others.

As always, the success of these programs rests with
the volunteers from the congregation who so
generously volunteer their time and talents.

If y ou have any questions or suggestions for
Children’s Formation, please contact MaryBeth Ansley.
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Caroling at St. John’s on the Lake
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IT’S MARDI GRAS TIME !!!IT’S MARDI GRAS TIME !!!IT’S MARDI GRAS TIME !!!IT’S MARDI GRAS TIME !!!IT’S MARDI GRAS TIME !!!

There’s a Mardi Gras feeling of joy in the air...There’s a Mardi Gras feeling of joy in the air...There’s a Mardi Gras feeling of joy in the air...There’s a Mardi Gras feeling of joy in the air...There’s a Mardi Gras feeling of joy in the air...
You can bet there will be moments to treasure,You can bet there will be moments to treasure,You can bet there will be moments to treasure,You can bet there will be moments to treasure,You can bet there will be moments to treasure,

and plenty of food and drinks to share!and plenty of food and drinks to share!and plenty of food and drinks to share!and plenty of food and drinks to share!and plenty of food and drinks to share!

Beads, Creole food and lot’s of fun...Beads, Creole food and lot’s of fun...Beads, Creole food and lot’s of fun...Beads, Creole food and lot’s of fun...Beads, Creole food and lot’s of fun...
It will be a party second to none!It will be a party second to none!It will be a party second to none!It will be a party second to none!It will be a party second to none!

Please join us on Fat Tuesday, February 16th at 5:30 pmFat Tuesday, February 16th at 5:30 pmFat Tuesday, February 16th at 5:30 pmFat Tuesday, February 16th at 5:30 pmFat Tuesday, February 16th at 5:30 pm  for a Mardi Gras
Party in the St. Christopher’s Community Room.

This year we will enjoy our 4th annual GUMBO CHALLENGE! This year we will enjoy our 4th annual GUMBO CHALLENGE! This year we will enjoy our 4th annual GUMBO CHALLENGE! This year we will enjoy our 4th annual GUMBO CHALLENGE! This year we will enjoy our 4th annual GUMBO CHALLENGE! Savor etouffee,
rice & beans, king cakes, beignets and of course, beverages.  Family, friends and
neighbors welcome as we crank up the tunes, dance off the gumbo and—Laissez

les Bon Temps Rouler!!

A Collect for Guidance

O heavenly Father, in whom we live and move and have our
being: We humbly pray thee so to guide and govern us by thy
Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life
we may not forget thee, but may remember that we are ever
walking in thy sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord.     Amen.

For the Parish

Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things in heaven
and earth, hear our prayers for this parish family. Strengthen
the faithful, arouse the careless, and restore the penitent.
Grant us all things necessary for our common life, and bring
us all to be of one heart and mind within your holy Church;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Guidance

O God, by whom the meek are guided in judgment, and
light riseth up in darkness for the godly: Grant us, in all
our doubts and uncertainties, the grace to ask what thou
wouldest have us to do, that the Spirit of wisdom may save
us from all false choices, and that in thy light we mayseelight,
and in thy straight path may not stumble; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SEARCH COMMITTEE
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Parishioner Update

THE TAYLOR FAMILY
SHOREWOOD, WISCONSIN TO UNDERHILL, VERMONT

I’ve been here for five months and the girls for about six.  I can honestly say that I am settling in quite well
now.  For a while it seemed I was an alien in a strange land.  Regardless that I spent a long time in Vermont,
it was after all 27 years ago, it took some time to make my own friends, begin networking for work, and
getting used to the fact that shopping would take a bit more planning that in did in Shorewood.

Once again it was the church that stepped in to fill that void.  Just as St. Christopher’s was there when I
needed it, and it served me so well, St. James’ has done the same thing.  Certainly the church is different
from the one I’m used to but I joined the Men’s Group, Outreach Committee, and the Adult Ed Committee.

I’ve started writing again, something about rural America as a catalyst for creativity.  But I am actively job
hunting with the many colleges in the area.  Something should break soon.  The move has been the best
thing that has happened to Deb in a long time.  Not only does she have control over a district but she is in a
state that still is funding education to a somewhat proper degree.  Since Vermont is so small Deb has been
able to deal directly with the state Commissioner of Education.  She is an advocate for poor children and he
does listen to her suggestions.  She was invited with a small group of educational leaders to meet the Assis-
tant Secretary of Education to present their ideas for education reform.

The girls have gone their separate paths, Emily to Allegheny College and Rebecca to 9th grade at Mount
Mansfield High School.  Both are doing well.  Emily is thriving in college.  She had an excellent first semester
grade wise and her skill as a clarinetist has convinced her and her music professors to have her double major:
music and psychology.  Rebecca has transitioned marvelously to her new surroundings.  I give her all the
credit in the world.  She has gone from a village where you walk to school to a place where she walks a mile
to the bus.  Becca made the honor roll her first semester and all her teachers were impressed that she
transitioned so easily.  Besides playing her cello she has picked up ice hockey.  So it’s up at 4:45 to drive her
to Essex for hockey practice.  Jason continues to do well in Madison.  He came out here last month and
loved the scenery. That said, he’s off to San Francisco when he saves a little money.

I miss you all at St Christopher’s.  Send all our love and tell anyone there is extra room at the farm house in
Vermont.  Merry Christmas!

Rick Taylor
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Notice Board
BAPTISMS

Matthew Mitchell Coburn
Sunday, December 27, 2009

IN MEMORIAM

Janet Seaman
March 5, 1932 - November 25, 2009

Nancy Smith Davidson
July 23, 1924 - December 23, 2009

Sticky Notes
THE UNSUNG HEROS AMONG US

Working here in the Parish Office at St. Christopher’s offers me
the opportunity to see the inner mechanisms of the Parish, the
things that go on week in and week out that most of us don’t think
about. It  has become obvious to me we have angels in our midst
here at St. Christopher’s.  These angels are the people who do the
heavy lifting when no one is looking, who silently do the work of
the church; they are the people we can’t do without.  The Altar
Guild, preparing the church for each Sunday and every service,
funeral and baptism in-between.  The Caring Ministry, aiding those
who cannot come to church on Sunday and those who have suf-
fered losses both great and small.  The Kitchen Guild, making sure
our facilities are clean and organized for coffee hour, meetings
during the week and our parish events.  These are the people, just
to name a few, who love this parish and unselfishly give their time
and talents to make sure things just get done.

One of the people who gets things done is Allen Higgins.  Allen
has been dedicated to the work of building and grounds at St.
Christopher’s for many years.  He comes to St. Christopher’s each
week and takes care of the inside and outside of the church.  Prun-
ing, weeding, digging, fertilizing, he does it all and he does it with
pure joy in his heart.  This Christmas season he put together and
placed our new trees for the altar, finding just the right pedestals
so they would be secure and at just the right height.  Allen also
tends to the memorial garden with care and prepares the soil for
each internment.  A labor of love and a blessing to all of us here at
St. Christopher’s and to the many families who come here to honor
their loved ones.  Indoors and outdoors he is one of the true
angels among us.  Take a look around and you will see them too!

Robyn Slater
Director of Communications
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ST. CHRISTOPHER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
7845 N. River Road     River Hills WI 53217

Phone : 414 352–0380     Fax: 414 352–0381

Email:  office@stchristopherswi.org
Courier Editor: robyn@stchristopherswi.org

Director of Administration: dorota@stchristopherswi.org
Children’s Ministry:  children@stchristopherswi.org

Youth Group:  youth@stchristopherswi.org
Caring Ministry:  caring@stchristopherswi.org
Rector search: search@stchristopherswi.org

Website:  www.stchristopherswi.org

Parish Office
Open Monday - Friday, 9:00 am - 1:00 p.m.

Staff
Dorota Pruski, Director of Administration

Robyn Slater, Director of Communications
John Beardsley, Music Director

MaryBeth Ansley, Christian Formation Coordinator
Anne Davis, Youth Choir Director

Gloria Bond, Housekeeper
Michael Schneider, Building & Grounds Supervisor

Vestry – Meet s 4th Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.
Tom Napper and Jayne Heffron,  Wardens

Hannah Pillsbury, Treasurer   Robyn Slater, Clerk
(2010) - Florence Parnegg, Helen Sheen,

                               Kathleen Stokes, John Wolf
(2011) - Kip Jacobs
(2012) - Nick Geimer, Jeni Piper, Deb Roesner,
               John (Chip) Slater, MaryBeth Ansley

Committee and Ministry Contacts

     Altar Flowers:  Roz Krause
     Altar Guild: Roz Krause, Mary Jane Perry
     Acolytes :  Dee Hodnett
     Building & Grounds : Kip Jacobs
     Caring Ministry :  Lauralee Uihlein
     Christian Formation: MaryBeth Ansley
     Endowment:  Erik Andersen
     Finance:  Hannah Pillsbury
     Flower Guild:   Helen Sheen, Hattie Purtell
     Gifts Committee:   Lyn Slater
     Labyrinth:  Catherine Davidson
     Memorial Garden : Jeanne Tanner
     Newcomers:  Deb Roesner
     Outreach:   Mark Heffron, Steve Petrie
     Personnel:   Kathleen Stokes
     Prayer Chain :  Chilly Braun, Kathy Housiaux
     Search Committee:  Susan Hackl, Laura Gough
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7845 North River Road
River Hills, Wisconsin 53217–3025
Phone:  (414) 352–0380  Fax:  (414) 352–0381
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Web Page:  www.stchristopherswi.org
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