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THE COURIER

ALL SAINTS DAYALL SAINTS DAYALL SAINTS DAYALL SAINTS DAYALL SAINTS DAY

AN AFTERNOON SERVICE OFAN AFTERNOON SERVICE OFAN AFTERNOON SERVICE OFAN AFTERNOON SERVICE OFAN AFTERNOON SERVICE OF

TAIZE PRAYERTAIZE PRAYERTAIZE PRAYERTAIZE PRAYERTAIZE PRAYER

NOVEMBER 1, 2009NOVEMBER 1, 2009NOVEMBER 1, 2009NOVEMBER 1, 2009NOVEMBER 1, 2009

4:30 P.M.4:30 P.M.4:30 P.M.4:30 P.M.4:30 P.M.

Beautiful music from the ecumenical monastic community of Taize, France will alternate with readings,
prayer, and moments of quiet reflection in the candlelit beauty of St. Christopher’s Sanctuary.

Come and be refreshedCome and be refreshedCome and be refreshedCome and be refreshedCome and be refreshed

Parishioners are encouraged to bring photographs and mementos of loved ones we remember on this
day.  The photographs will be displayed near the front of the church during the morning and evening

services.

History of the Taize CommunityHistory of the Taize CommunityHistory of the Taize CommunityHistory of the Taize CommunityHistory of the Taize Community
Everything began in 1940 when, at the age of twenty-five, Brother Roger left Switzerland, the country where he
was born, to go live in the small village of Taize, France.  When the Second World War began, he had the
conviction that he should come to the assistance of other refugees, just as his grandmother had done during the
First World War.  In Taize, Brother Roger bought a house with outlying buildings that had been uninhabited for
years.  He asked one of his sisters, Genevieve, to come and help him offer hospitality.  Among the refugees they
sheltered were Jews, fleeing the Nazis.

In the silence of a long retreat during the winter of 1952-53,  Brother
Roger wrote the Rule of Taize, expressing for his brothers “the es-
sential that makes the common life possible”.

Today, the Taize Community is made up of over a hundred brothers,
Catholics and Protestants, coming from some thirty nations. By its
very existence, the community is a “parable of community” a sign of
reconciliation between divided Christians and between seperated
peoples.

* An example of music from Taize is the very popular “Eat This Bread” sung
before communion this past summer
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From the Interim Rector

What a great start to the fall season at St. Christopher’s with the baptism of
our two newest members, Omolara Arole and Alexandra Thurow and the
welcoming of new families, the  Wesemans,  Wigdales, Freydanks and
the Youngs.  Our children’s formation program was launched and got into
full swing this past Sunday.  Thank you to MaryBeth Ansley for beginning a
wonderful year for our children with such gusto: balloons, prayers, and
treats the children chose for coffee hour.  Thanks to all who have volun-
teered to teach our youth and experience with them the love of God in our
lives.

The concert of cello and piano by the Forestan Duo was magnificent.  We hope that
they will return soon. St. Christopher’s could not be a better place to listen to Beethoven
on a Sunday afternoon.  The proceeds will enhance our children’s music program.

On the 19th of September, we were treated to wonderful jazz and dance music for our
“Evening with Friends” at St. Christopher’s.  There were games for the children and an
amazing dinner prepared by our own Julie Wolf.  Thank you Robyn and Chip Slater and
all who donated gifts or help behind the scenes to make it a special evening to remem-
ber.

The Search Committee has moved into high gear this month as they finished the Parish
Profile and prepared to receive the names of clergy who would like to be our next rector.
Please keep the Search Committee and all candidates in your prayers.

Also, this September the front “porch” had all of the crumbling mortar and stones re-
moved and a smooth new surface installed.  Thanks to a very generous gift to the
parish there will be new LED lighting on the front corners of the church from dusk to
dawn.

Soon the church yard will be highlighted by the gold and red leaves of autumn.  New
programs are planned and will be announced in the bulletin and the weekly email up-
dates. Details about movie night at Nick and Kit Geimer’s are forth coming.  One of the
films to be discussed is the The Informant.  We will gather for a shared meal and a
lively discussion of the theological and ethical issues that the films present.  Please
make a recommendation of a film showing in a theatre near you this fall.

Many thanks for all of your prayers and support during this interim.  It will be hard to say
good-bye when the time comes.

Charlie+
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Warden’s Words Tom Napper, Senior Warden

Fall mornings started out about the same when I was 8
years old. I’d wake up to my dad bellowing the Cream of
Wheat song. I’m sure it exists somewhere on the
internet, in an archive of radio advertising but only sung
about 3 octaves higher. Looking back on those days,
with my Dad singing and the bowls of Cream of Wheat
steaming on the table, I realized the bounty that was/is
our family. Something that, at the time, I never saw but
felt.

As the days get sharper here and our evening com-
mutes a little less sunny I’m reminded that this is the time
of harvest. I like to read and  re-read the Halloween Tree
every year around this time as it reminds me that hu-
mans have always celebrated this time of year as a time
of plenty. Some also say it is a time that the ancient
people bartered with the demons of the afterlife so that
they could make it through the winter. You could take
that as a fearful position but I prefer to think of it as a
position that the fruit of their hard work gave them the
opportunity to stave off their demons, whatever they
happened to be.

As urban dwellers we don’t see the harvest of the fields,
unless you have the good fortune to speed past them
on your way to work. We don’t see the small seeds
growing tall, maturing and then filling the combines. We
need to be reminded that our planning and good work
are successful.

We are moving into the other part of our story at St.
Christopher’s. Another page to put on the wall of a
future history project. A page that is being written be-
cause of the dedication and vision of groups of believ-
ers. Believers in St. Christopher’s, this community, and
our mission. This hard work has resulted in the bounty
that is St. Christopher’s today. The smiles on people’s
faces on Sunday morning attest to the success of our
growing season this year.

The Search Committee is well on their way to selecting,
from a pool of qualified candidates, the next right rector
for us. We have decreased our projected deficit for the
year by over $100,000! We have continued to build and
sustain the programs that have kept this church alive. Our
staff has changed but we continue to keep the programs
alive and vital in our church. This is because St.
Christopher’s is the collective sum of our community ac-

tions and not the sole re-
sult of the actions of one
or two individuals.

Over the past year there
has been much change but there has also
been much growth. We are continuing to find
the right place and the right things for us to
be doing. Charlie has steadfastly prepared
us for our next chapter. As his contract ex-
pires at the end of November and he moves
on to his next calling, we are left as a much
stronger, sturdier church.

Charlie’s work with us here has been tre-
mendously helpful in preparing us for our
next rector. He has been a great service to
St. Christopher’s and his outside perspec-
tive on our congregation and the systems
we have in place have been invaluable. I
have particularly enjoyed the challenges he
has presented to me and to the Vestry dur-
ing his time with us. We will continue to sup-
port our Sunday services with supply priest
as we await the arrival of our new rector.

The communities around us have been cel-
ebrating Ramadan, Rosh Hashanah and
Yom Kippur, their celebrations of the harvest.
We too have begun to celebrate the gifts
that we have as we move into our harvest
months. It is getting colder, but it means that
we soon will be closer. Gathering in our
classrooms, meeting in the evenings, pre-
paring for our annual celebrations and con-
tinuing to make Christianity a Way of Living
and not just a religion. You can see the glow
of the harvest of our work in our eyes and
our hearts.

My sisters and I still laugh and can sing the
Cream of Wheat song. We all have our imi-
tations of Dad. My sisters and I used to roll
our eyes behind Dad’s back but now we greet
these stories with smiles. It reminds us that
while we didn’t have much during those times,
we did have those crazy mornings, a warm
belly, and harvest of affection.
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ROOTS Remembering our own Treasured Scriptures

KICK OFF SUNDAY
September 13,2009

Over 40 children filled the classrooms at St.
Christopher’s for Kick Off Sunday!  The children
and their families also supplied the treats for
coffee hour.  It was good to see everyone back
after summer break.

A change to the programming this year is that
we will be doing two rotations, instead of three
or four, to make it easier for parents and parish-
ioners to help by coordinating the programs in
two week intervals.

So check your calendars and let MaryBeth know
when you can help out at meansley@aol.com.
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Search Committee
The Profile Is Out…Now What?

Hopefully by now, most of you have had a chance to read the parish profile.  Just in
case you haven’t, it is posted on our website where you can see it in color and print
out your own copy.  Printed black and white copies are available through the office
for those of you without computer access or not able to get to church.  Printed color
copies in white binders are out to be read in the Community Room.

You may be wondering what comes next.  Just prior to the profile posting on the
web, the Church Deployment Office (CDO) of the Diocese of Milwaukee posted our
open rector position online.  This makes our search “public” and allows prospective
candidates a snapshot of St. Christopher’s.  If a candidate likes what he/she sees,
he/she can investigate further using the profile.

The CDO and its posting is a critical part of the search process; everything starts
here.  The search committee receives potential candidate names from a variety of
sources:  the CDO, Bishop and Deployment Officer, parish members and friends,
and any interested clergy who apply on their own.  All inquiries for consideration
must go through the CDO, rather than directly to the search committee.

Following an in depth conversation with a potential candidate, the CDO talks with a
candidate’s references.  Names are then submitted to the search committee for
consideration.  From there, the search committee continues the screening process
until a reasonable number of candidates remain.  Personal visits and interviews will
be conducted to further narrow the field until consensus is reached on a single, top
candidate per the vestry’s charge to the search committee.

We are grateful for the lively discussions we’ve had with the parish these last
several months and look forward to continued dialogue during this exciting time for
St. Christopher’s.  If you have any questions about the search process, please ask!
We are glad to share all that we can, but please don’t be disappointed if we can’t
share details.  We cannot discuss names or specifics of any potential candidate
with anyone except the Vestry.  Thank you for understanding.

Thank you also to the following parishioners who helped make our profile so excep-
tional.  Our sincere thanks to Bonnie Thompson for her countless hours spent
compiling the committees’ writings, editing and re-writing the profile, and editing
some more.  Thank you also to Mark Heffron and Eric Littles for their advice and
expertise in the profile layout.  We couldn’t have done it without you!

Please continue to keep us and our mission in your prayers.  Your support is invalu-
able.

Molly Allen
Search Committee Member
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An Evening with Friends

Thank you to all who made
An Evening With Friends a HUGE SUCCESS!!

It was a wonderful evening for all who
attended and an important reminder of the

very special community we have
here at St. Christopher’s.

Thank you all for making it a night to
remember!

- Robyn & Chip Slater, event co-chairsRobyn & Chip Slater, event co-chairsRobyn & Chip Slater, event co-chairsRobyn & Chip Slater, event co-chairsRobyn & Chip Slater, event co-chairs
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Special thank you to.....

Mary Jane & Owen PerryMary Jane & Owen PerryMary Jane & Owen PerryMary Jane & Owen PerryMary Jane & Owen Perry  for
organizing the beverage service

Lyn Slater Lyn Slater Lyn Slater Lyn Slater Lyn Slater for decoration set up and
clean up

Jayne HeffronJayne HeffronJayne HeffronJayne HeffronJayne Heffron  for kitchen services
and clean up

Claire Napper Claire Napper Claire Napper Claire Napper Claire Napper for organizing and
managing child care

Hannah PillsburyHannah PillsburyHannah PillsburyHannah PillsburyHannah Pillsbury  our official
photographer

Julie & John Wolf Julie & John Wolf Julie & John Wolf Julie & John Wolf Julie & John Wolf ,Blue Moon Catering
for the delicious meal

Tom Napper & Fr. Charlie Caskey,Tom Napper & Fr. Charlie Caskey,Tom Napper & Fr. Charlie Caskey,Tom Napper & Fr. Charlie Caskey,Tom Napper & Fr. Charlie Caskey,
event MCs

St. Christopher’s Vestry St. Christopher’s Vestry St. Christopher’s Vestry St. Christopher’s Vestry St. Christopher’s Vestry whose support
made this event possible

Our generous raffle prize donors
- Joan & Jack Stein- Joan & Jack Stein- Joan & Jack Stein- Joan & Jack Stein- Joan & Jack Stein

-Anne & Fred Stratton-Anne & Fred Stratton-Anne & Fred Stratton-Anne & Fred Stratton-Anne & Fred Stratton
-Lyn & Bob Slater-Lyn & Bob Slater-Lyn & Bob Slater-Lyn & Bob Slater-Lyn & Bob Slater

-Jim & Libby Wigdale-Jim & Libby Wigdale-Jim & Libby Wigdale-Jim & Libby Wigdale-Jim & Libby Wigdale

St. Christopher’s St. Christopher’s St. Christopher’s St. Christopher’s St. Christopher’s made a substanial
donation of food to the Gathering atthe Gathering atthe Gathering atthe Gathering atthe Gathering at

St. James ChurchSt. James ChurchSt. James ChurchSt. James ChurchSt. James Church
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August 31, 2009 Financial Recap

On and off we’re hearing stories about our strengthening national economy and/or we’re being
informed that we’ve made it through the worst of times.   You know what?  Here at St.
Christopher’s we ARE making it through some tough times.  It’s true that we have our chal-
lenges but life is continually filled with challenges (talk to any parent).  Even in this year of multi-
transitions, we have so much to be thankful for.   In the midst of the business details, the Vestry
and Warden’s continue to keep their eyes, minds and hearts focused on who St. Christopher’s
is and why we are the dynamic and faithful community we are.

Part of the business side of St. Christopher’s is financial management.  Ran Hamner eloquently
wrote a financial update in his August 2009 Courier article.  We have come a long way from the
budget presented at the January Annual Meeting.  In many respects this process has been a
painful experience but I can relate to you, both as a “pew sitter” and as parish treasurer, this
has also been a healthy, eye-opening and much-needed experience.  The Warden’s, Vestry and
Finance Committee are fulfilling the pledge of being true stewards of your financial gifts be-
stowed to St. Christopher’s.

The Finance Committee and the Vestry are currently working on the 2010 budget.  A balanced
budget is definitely our goal.  But with some of the revisions to the budget it means that we,
each of us, need to step up to the plate. WE ARE ST. CHRISTOPHER’S.  You, the person
sitting next to you in the pew, the usher at the door, the child in the ROOTs program—this is our
community.  We all can keep the fire at St. Christopher’s alive and burning.  We are currently
and will continue to face our challenges together just as we also share our blessings together!

Below is a snapshot of our income/expense statement as of August 31, 2009.   Although most
of the budget figures have remained static, there have been changes to some line items since
the beginning of the year.   The budget figures are calculated on a straight-line basis (1/12 each
month) whereas the “actuals” are the actual funds received during that month or year-to-date.
The good news is we’ve definitely lessened the projected deficit.  The unfortunate news is that
we are still projecting a deficit for year-end 2009.

If you have any
questions about the
financial information
presented to the
left, please feel free to speak with
any member of the Finance Com-
mittee, the Treasurer, any Vestry
member or the Warden’s.

Hannah Pillsbury, Treasurer

August Financial Recap
(as of August 31, 2009)

    Actual  Budget
Aug Income:  $   19,639 $   31,388

Aug Expense:  $   27,286 $   47,043

YTD Income:  $ 359,342 $ 357,897
YTD Expense:  $ 372,779 $ 376,338
2009 Net Inc/Exp:  $ (13,437) $ (18,441)
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HARVEST FOR THE HOMELESS
A MUSICAL  BENEFIT  TO ASSIST
THE HOMELESS IN MIL WAUKEE

HOSTED BY
TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Friday, October 23, 2009
6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Spiritual Songs of Praise, Worship and Gospel

FEATURING:GERVIS MYLES

Admission:  Basic Toiletries (Soap, Deodorant, Lotion,
Shampoo, Toothpaste, Tooth Brushes, Combs. etc. )  Hats,
Scarves, Gloves, Socks, and Non-Perishable Food Items or

Cash Donation

All Procees to benefit the
Emergency Lodge of the Salvation Army in Wisconsin

Please see Anne Davis for further information

 Events and Ministry Opportunities

THE CARING MINISTRY   is in need of

volunteers to: make a meal once in a while,

visit someone who is homebound, send

cards of concern, help once a year with

college freshmen care packages, setting

up, serving or cleaning up after a memorial

reception.

We are also making Soup this month, but

watch for our next sale of frozen treats for

the holidays!

If you want further info, please call any

Caring Ministry member, or email us at:

caring@stchristopherswi.org.

St. Christopher's
Blessing of the Animals

Sunday, October 4th at 11:30 a.m.

Celebrating the feast of St. Francis of
Assisi

Join us with your pets for a short service
in the courtyard followed by an individual

blessing for each animal

A reception to follow with treats fit for both
woman, man & beast!!

Office V olunteers Needed:
If you have time to give,  the office needs
volunteers to help with the prinitng and stuff-
ing of bulletins each week.  2 hrs are needed
on Thursday afternoons OR Friday morn-
ings.  Please call the office and speak to
Robyn or Dorota if you are interested in
helping in this very important ministry.
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Notice Board

Welcome New Members

Beth, Jorn & Heidi Freydank
Beth, Jason, Nicholas, Olivia, Jimmy & Cecilia Weseman

Susie & Maria Wigdale
Casey, Rebecca, Stephan & Norah Young

Baptisms

Ella Jordan Gotz
August 16, 2009

Omolara Arole
September 12, 2009

Alexandra Thurow
September 13, 2009

What is it about September that inspires such a flurry of
activity?  Maybe it’s no coincidence that we celebrate Labor
Day in a month that is packed full of labor!  Whatever it is, I
know I’m not the only one that felt the busyness of Septem-
ber come charging into my world.  In September alone, St.
Christopher’s had two baptisms, the Florestan Duo concert,
a fellowship dinner, the first Diocesan clergy day of the year,
Christian Formation’s Kick-Off, soup sales, and a book
discussion.  Whew!

I’m a Residence Hall Minister for a dorm on Marquette’s
campus, so my September began with a stampede of 750
students moving into my building.  It was a distinct change
of pace after a still and quiet summer in a big, empty
building.

And as much as I love the leisurely days of summer, I
welcome this jolt of activity.  I am reminded of Ecclesiastes
(There is a time for everything…a time to be born and a
time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot), and there
is beauty in this time of year.  The leaves are changing
colors, the pace of life and work has picked up, and I have
to wait an hour for a laundry machine to become available in
my building!

May the month of October bring each of you beauty, energy,
and hopefully a bit of a break.

Sticky Notes   by Dorota Pruski

Say Hello to the Freydanks!

Welcome to one of the newest members of St. Christopher Church- Beth and Jorn Freydank and their darling three year old
daughter Heidi. The Freydanks “found” St. Christopher’s this past summer after searching for Episcopal churches in the
area. Beth and Jorn met while Beth was in Frankfurt, Germany. They married and settled back in the states in 2002.  Beth
and Jorn moved to Grafton in April of 2006 but continued to attend services at their previous church in Greendale.  With the
birth of their daughter Heidi, and Beth going back to nursing school, the Freydanks were interested in finding a church

closer to home.

Their priorities were to find a church that would allow them to get involved and meet
members right away.  Beth searched the internet and found St. Christopher’s through
our website. Besides St. Christopher’s being perfect in size (not too big and not too
small) and not too far from Grafton, they were very intrigued by our youth program.
Beth is a former high school Spanish teacher and was interested in the past trips our
youth have taken to Mexico. Heidi is only three, but they are pleased so far with our
Sunday school program. The Freydanks loved their old parish in Greendale but are
excited to be part of the St.Christopher community. They were regulars at Mass on
the Grass this summer and attended the Evening with Friends dinner several weeks
ago. We are thrilled to have this energetic young family join our family. A warm
welcome to Beth, Jorn and Heidi!

- Submitted by Debbie Roesner, Newcomers Chair
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ST. CHRISTOPHER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
7845 N. River Road     River Hills WI 53217

Phone : 414 352–0380     Fax: 414 352–0381

Interim Rector:  charlesccaskey@aol.com
Director of Administration: dorota@stchristopherswi. org
Children’s Ministry:  children@stchristopherswi.org

Youth Group:  youth@stchristopherswi.org
Caring Ministry:  caring@stchristopherswi.org
Rector Search: search@stchristopherswi.org

Website:  www.stchristopherswi.org

Parish Office
Open Monday - Thursday, 9:00 am - 3:00 p.m.

Staff
The Rev. Charles C. Caskey, Interim Rector

Dorota Pruski, Director of Administration
Robyn Slater, Director of Communications

John Beardsley, Music Director
Anne Davis, Youth Choir Director

Gloria Bond, Housekeeper
Michael Schneider, Building & Grounds Supervisor

Vestry – Meet s 4th Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.
Tom Napper and Jayne Heffron,  Wardens

Hannah Pillsbury, Treasurer   Robyn Slater, Clerk
(2010) - Florence Parnegg, Helen Sheen,

                               Kathleen Stokes, John Wolf
(2011) -  Kip Jacobs
(2012) - Nick Geimer, Jeni Piper, Deb Roesner,

John (Chip) Slater, MaryBeth Ansley

Committee and Ministry Contacts
     Altar Flowers: Helen Sheen
     Altar Guild: Roz Krause, Mary Jane Perry
     Acolytes :  Dee Hodnett
     Building & Grounds : Kip Jacobs
     Caring Ministry :  Lauralee Uihlein
     Christian Formation:  MaryBeth Ansley
     Endowment:  Erik Andersen
     Finance:  Hannah Pillsbury
     Flower Guild:   Roz Krause, Hattie Purtell
     Gifts Committee:   Lyn Slater
     Memorial Garden : Jeanne Tanner
     Newcomers:  Deb Roesner
     Outreach:   Mark Heffron, Steve Petrie
     Personnel:   Kathleen Stokes
     Prayer Chain :  Chilly Braun, Kathy Housiaux
     Search Committee:  Laura Gough, Susan Hackl


